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Retina Implant AG Partners with Wills Eye Institute to Bring Artificial Vision Clinical 
Trials to the United States 

Wills Eye to be the Primary Investigation Site to Offer the Subretinal Approach to Retinitis 
Pigmentosa Patients 

REUTLINGEN, GERMANY and PHILADELPHIA, Pa. (March 17, 201 1)—Retina Implant 
AG, a leading developer of subretinal implants for the visually impaired, today announced that 
they will partner with the Wills Eye Institute in Philadelphia as the lead U.S. clinical trial 
investigator site. This partnership marks the first time Retina Implant’s subretinal implant 
technology will be utilized in studies by patients who suffer from retinitis pigmentosa in North 
America. 

“The results of the subretinal approach in Europe demonstrate the great potential this implant has 
to impact dramatically the quality of life for our patients here in the United States,” said Dr. Julia 
A. Haller, ophthalmologist-in-chief, Wills Eye Institute. “Patients involved in previous clinical 
trials have achieved extraordinary success in their ability to regain useful vision. It is this life-
changing success we hope to replicate with our own patients as Wills becomes the first institution 
in the U.S. to offer Retina Implant’s technology.” 

Retina Implant’s subretinal implant technology has been in clinical trials for more than six years in 
Germany and plans to expand its second human clinical trial into the U.K. this summer. The 
results of their first human clinical trial proved to be superior to any other company in the retinal 
implant industry. Moreover, results of Retina Implant’s first human clinical trial were published in 
the prestigious peer-reviewed journal Proceedings of the Royal Society B last November. The 
results showed placement of the implant below the retina, in the macular region, provided 
optimum visual results allowing patients to recognize foreign objects and to read letters to form 
words. 

“We are honored to work with one of the foremost eye care centers in the world to bring our 
product to the United States,” said Dr. Walter-G. Wrobel, president and CEO, Retina Implant 
AG. Reinhard Rubow, executive vice president and CFO, Retina Implant AG adds: “It is our 
hope that by offering patients in America with this technology that we, with the Wills Eye 
Institute, will be able to change the lives of those who are currently living in darkness.” 
 



Wills Eye Institute was established in 1832 as the nation’s first eye care hospital and is recognized 
as a world-leader in the field of ophthalmology. Wills Eye has been ranked as one of the nation’s 
top three ophthalmology centers by the annual U.S. News & World Report survey since its 
inception in 1990, and provides a full-range of primary and sub-specialty eye care. Wills Eye is the 
only center in North America that will conduct this evaluation of artificial vision. 

“Wills Eye Institute has a strong tradition of innovation and discovery, providing people who 
suffer from eye disorders with cutting-edge technology that can assist them in living the best 
possible life,” said Joseph P. Bilson, executive director, Wills Eye Institute. “We’re excited to be 
working with Retina Implant and continue our tradition by bringing this technological advance to 
people in the United States who have lost their vision due to retinitis pigmentosa.” 

Note to news media: Drs. Wrobel, Haller and Mr. Bilson are available for one-on-one 
interviews. 

About Retina Implant AG 
Retina Implant AG is the leading developer of subretinal implants for partially sighted and blind 
patients. After extensive research with German university hospitals and institutes which began 
with a large grant from the German Federal Ministry of Research and Education in 1996, Retina 
Implant AG was founded by Dr. Eberhart Zrenner and his colleagues in 2003 with private 
investors with the goal of developing the first fully-functioning electronic retinal implant to 
restore useful vision to the blind. Retina Implant began implanting in human patients in 2005, and 
has started a second clinical trial this year. To learn more, visit: http://www.retinaimplant.de/. 

About Wills Eye Institute 
Wills Eye is a global leader in ophthalmology, established in 1832 as the nation’s first hospital 
specializing in eye care. U.S. News & World Report has consistently ranked Wills Eye as one of 
America’s top three ophthalmology centers since the survey began in 1990. Wills Eye is a premier 
training site for all levels of medical education. Its resident and post-graduate training programs 
are among the most competitive in the country. One of the core strengths of Wills is the close 
connection between innovative research and advanced patient care. Wills provides the full range of 
primary and subspecialty eye care for improving and preserving sight, including cataract, cornea, 
retina, emergency care, glaucoma, neuro-ophthalmology, ocular oncology, oculoplastics, 
pathology, pediatric ophthalmology and ocular genetics, refractive surgery and retina. Ocular 
services include the Wills Laser Vision Correction Center, Low Vision Service, and Diagnostic 
Center. Its 24/7 Emergency Service is the only one of its kind in the region. Wills Eye also has a 
network of nine multi-specialty, ambulatory surgery centers throughout the tristate area. To learn 
more, please visit www.willseye.org 
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